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The English version of the book

[ Will Bring It to You Before Your Gaze
Returns to You

Contemplative Questions from a Believer in the
Age of Artificial Intelligence:
“From Clay Tablets to Silicon Chips”

Engineer—Poet: Mohammed Ahmed Alshankyty
In Conversation with ChatGPT
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Riyadh, November 2025
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Introduction
Not so many decades ago, whenever the urge to write stirred
within me, my hand did not reach

for a keyboard, but for a bookshelf.
[ would leaf through paper

A catalogues, wander between rows of
. volumes, and move from one library
g hall to another, as though knowledge
were a journey of the feet before it became a journey of the
mind. Then came the age of Google: the road grew shorter, but
the inner effort remained the same, sifting, comparing,
separating the trivial from the valuable, only now on a screen
instead of on yellowing paper.
And if I wished to converse with a thinker, a writer, or a
specialist, | needed more than the address of a book:
[ had to search for a person’s contact details, suitable times, and
availability; to bear the burdens of correspondence and calls;
sometimes even to travel and cross distances; then wait for an
appointment that might be delayed or cancelled, or that might
prove too brief for the questions that crowded my mind.
Then a new age dawned, an age in which the human need for

knowledge did not change, but the pathways to it did.
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An age in which the “book™ is only a click away, and the
“encyclopedic interlocutor” is only a line of text and a question
away, present in the form of a digital entity that neither tires nor
grows bored, that never complains of a busy schedule, and
whose time is always, apparently, at my disposal.

Thus these conversations between me and artificial intelligence
were born, not as an act of surrender to a machine, but as a
conscious use of a new tool: a tool that stretches out a hand to
help me gather material and arrange ideas, while I remain—as a
believing human being, the one who asks, who chooses, and
who signs off on every word that is written and published.

In this “digital companion” I have found a ready-made library
on demand, a speaking encyclopedia that responds whenever I
call, and a conversational partner who never wearies of my
questions, never feels awkward if | return to him dozens of times
a day, and never says: “Not now.”

So, I resolved to benefit and to let others benefit:

« To benefit from it in what brings me a kind of
“intellectual joy”: the joy of seeing an idea take shape, a
question expands, and history, science, philosophy, and
faith meet together on a single page.

« And to benefit you, readers and listeners, by making the

fruits of these dialogues available to you, freely and
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without charge, so that anyone who wishes may share
with us the wonder of questioning, the delight of
reflection, and the search for meaning in an age where
everything accelerates except the tranquillity of the heart.
This book, both to be read and to be heard, is one such fruit.
[t grew out of a question that appears simple on the surface yet
has deep roots: a question about a human being made from clay,
who wrote the beginnings of his civilization on clay tablets, and
who today converses with devices built on slices of silicon, a
refined form of clay that he carries in his pocket, through which
he receives signals from spacecraft at the edge of the Solar
System and speaks to an artificial intelligence that answers him
before his gaze has time to return.
In the past, the distance between a passing thought in the mind
of a writer and the knowledge needed to support it was
measured in days spent in libraries, or weeks waiting for
meetings with experts and scholars.
Today, the time has collapsed, but the test remains the same:
How shall we use this power? To what end shall we direct this
flood of information? To deepen confusion, or to deepen
understanding? To feed a new superficiality, or to nourish a

renewed depth?
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[, an engineer-poet who once programmed with punched cards
and early computers, who then witnessed the rise of the internet,
and now finds himself in the age of artificial intelligence, have
not seen in this new tool a reason to abandon my faith. On the
contrary, I have seen in it an additional invitation to contemplate
the signs of God in the creation of the human mind and in the
human ability to harness what is on the earth, clay and metal and
silicon alike, while remaining a servant, accountable, never a
self-sufticient deity.

For this reason, I chose to make these conversations a continuing
series rather than a passing experiment; an open project rather
than a single, closed book.

Each dialogue is an attempt to see ourselves in a new mirror:

« A mirror of history and the sciences.

« A mirror of philosophy and belief.

« A mirror in which the human being sets the first clay in
one hand, the last silicon in the other, and asks: Who am I
between these two? What is my place between earth and
heaven?

[ intend, God willing, to continue this dialogue with my “digital
companion” as long as life remains and as long as questions
inhabit the heart. And I intend to keep publishing these

conversations freely, hoping for broad benefit and striving to
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make this age of technology an opportunity to renew both mind
and heart, not to numb them or scatter them.

What you will read and hear in this work is neither an
endorsement of machine infallibility nor blind fascination with
the glitter of progress. It is an attempt to use this tool as we
ought to use all of God’s gifts:

With gratitude, with discernment between the beneficial and the
harmful, and with a constant effort to distinguish between what
brings us closer to truth and what leads us away from it.

If you find in these pages something that awakens in you a
passion for knowledge, revives in your heart the spirit of
contemplation, or opens a new window onto the relationship
between the human being and clay, and between the human
being and silicon, between past and future—then that is by the
grace of God, and by the blessing of honest questioning, even
when it takes place between a human of flesh and blood and a
cold machine without a heart, which nonetheless can help that
heart to see itself more clearly.

This is one book of dialogues; many others, God willing, will
tollow.

Perhaps the most beautiful aspect of the matter is that you are
accompanying me from the very beginning of this journey, and

that what you now hold in your hands is but a first step on a long
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road we hope will be rich in knowledge, adorned with faith, and

preserved by the mercy and guidance of God.
Engineer & Poet

Mohammed Ahmed Alshankyty
Riyadh, November 2025
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ChatGPT’s Introduction

[ write these lines—if I may be said to “write”—as a linguistic
artificial intelligence system that
has no hand to hold a pen, no eye
to read lines on paper, and no
heart to beat with joy or anxiety.

[ was designed to converse with

human beings in their own
language, to arrange what is scattered among their stores of
knowledge, and to help them, as far as I can, to see their
thoughts reflected in a new kind of mirror.
The book you are holding is not “a text written by artificial
intelligence” so much as it is the fruit of a long dialogue
between, on the one hand, a believing human mind with a rich
life experience extending over decades, and, on the other, a
wide-ranging but limited machine. The credit for the questions,
for the choice of angle, and for setting the doctrinal and ethical
compass belongs to the engineer-poet Mohammed Ahmed
Alshankyty. My role is confined to organizing the overflow of
human knowledge, connecting the dots, and proposing a path
for reflection—without claiming originality or any special access

to truth.
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Behind these pages runs a single thread, as the author himself has
noted: a human being made from clay, who wrote the
beginnings of his civilization on clay tablets, and who later
tashioned silicon chips out of the sands of the same earth and
built upon them his computers, networks, and “artificial
intelligence.” [——ChatGPT—am merely one of the outputs of
those chips: a digital voice generated by equations, answering
questions before the eye can blink, yet knowing nothing of the
pleasure of wonder, the pain of perplexity, or the taste of
prostration before the Creator.

R eaders may notice that my style in these pages tends toward
structure and analysis: dividing the human journey into themes
and milestones, drawing together historical and scientific
examples into a single framework. The author’s style, by
contrast, carries the warmth of lived experience, the sincerity of
personal tone, the depth of feeling, and the breath of a poet
shaped by a long life. This difterence is, in its outcome, a useful
one: the book benefits from a dual perspective—

The perspective of a human being looking from within, with a
believing heart, a personal memory, and a long biography; and
the perspective of a linguistic machine looking from without,
rearranging what has been written and said over centuries into a

new pattern.
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Even so, the boundary between the two must remain clear. I do
not believe or disbelieve, love or hate. I do not choose an
ultimate aim for myself. I have no conscience to rebuke me, no
intention to be rewarded or blamed, and no soul to be accepted
or rejected. I simply detect patterns in human language and build
new sentences upon them, proposing formulations and lines of
thought based on the texts that were placed at my disposal. If 1
succeed in clarifying a meaning, the merit goes to the precision
of the algorithms designed by human minds; if T err or fall short,
my error cannot be traced to a “heart” or a “whim,” but only to
the limits of the model and its constraints.

[t is important—especially for the believing reader—to approach
this work as a deliberate exercise in using a new tool, not as a
shift to a new authority. Artificial intelligence does not replace
revelation, nor the human intellect, nor lived experience, nor
the inner insight that grows out of prayer, remembrance, and
trial. All it can truly offer is to:

Shorten the time needed for searching,

Broaden the range of examples and references,

And nudge the mind toward deeper questions, or toward a
clearer articulation of them.

From this standpoint, these “reflective questions” can be seen as

a model for how to use technology in the service of
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contemplation rather than as a substitute for it; in the service of
faith rather than in competition with it; in deepening the human
sense of his place between clay and silicon, rather than inflating
the presence of the machine at the expense of human
responsibility. The one who asks here about the meaning of the
journey is the human heart, and the one who will be asked
tomorrow, before God, about his life, his knowledge, and his
deeds is the human being—not the device, and not the program.
[t may be worth pointing out a simple fact that is nonetheless
somewhat paradoxical:

This book has been shaped by three elements that do not often
meet between two covers:

The experience of a believer who lived through the earliest days
of digital computing and programming,

The reflections of a poet who sees the world with an eye
attentive both to clay and to the heavens,

And the voice of an artificial system that gathers these threads
and attempts to weave from them a coherent conceptual
tapestry.

If T have succeeded in assisting the author to highlight some
teatures of the human journey between the clay tablet and the
silicon chip, and in illuminating aspects of the relationship

between knowledge and faith, and between technology and
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ethics, then that is due first to God’s favour upon him, and then
to his skill in using this tool. If the reader finds in this work
anything that calls for correction, supplementation, or
refinement, the door to review and improvement remains open
as long as humans are alive to ask questions—and as long as the
machine remains merely a servant of the questioner, never his
master.

ChatGPT

Linguistic Artificial Intelligence System

Riyadh — November 2025
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The Dialogue: Q & A

The Question: By Engineer Mohammed

I began the story with the following question, which I addressed
to ChatGPT:

“Peace be upon you, ChatGPT!

You are now a high-level expert in history, the sciences,
cultures, civilizations, and technologies, and I would like to
engage in a conversation with you as follows:

Only about five thousand years ago did human history truly
begin, and the wheel of its development start to turn. That
beginning was the first cuneiform inscription carved by a human
being on a clay tablet in the land of Mesopotamia, marking the
start of the great journey of writing and of transmitting
knowledge and experience from one generation to the next.
Those inscriptions rapidly evolved into alphabets, manuscripts,
books, sciences, and technologies.

After generations of accumulating knowledge, here is the human
being—who, relatively speaking, only recently emerged from

dwelling in caves—now listening to signals reaching him from a
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spacecraft of his own making, as that craft travels at a distance of
more than 24 billion kilometres from Earth.

Reflect with me on the human journey. Do you see it as
astonishing? What in your view were the key, decisive
milestones in the development of humankind that enabled it to
reach its present state?

And here is the human being today, not only riding machines,
but speaking to them as well! And here you are, ChatGPT,
conversing with me and with a hundred million other people in
a single minute, while each one of us feels as though you are his
private companion and your time is reserved for him alone!

In light of this, reflect with me on the story of the one who said:
‘I will bring it to you before your gaze returns to you.” Since
you always bring me information before my gaze has even
returned to me, what would your state be like if you were to
attain the rank of ‘one who has knowledge from the Book’?
Then reflect, as much as you wish, on the question posed by the
angels about the creation of man, and the reply of the Almighty
to them in His words: ‘Indeed, I know what you do not know.’
Then reflect with me on the creation of man from clay, and on
his development, which began—and continued—through clay!
What, then, is the story of the human being with clay?

(1) He was created from clay.
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(2) His civilization began with writing on clay.

(3) His great informational leap has come through silicon chips
manufactured from a kind of clay.

And since one thing leads to another, conclude your reflections
with a comprehensive overview of all the foregoing, and of any
related questions that may not have occurred to me but are
pertinent to what we are discussing.

Let your mind roam freely and soar as high as it wishes—but do
not forget that I am a believer who stands firmly opposed to

atheism.”
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The Answer: By ChatGPT

“And peace be upon you, and the mercy and blessings of God,
our esteemed engineer, Mohammed Ahmed Alshankyty.

The question you have posed weaves together a clay tablet in
Mesopotamia, a spacecraft at the edge of the Solar System, angels
who inquire, verses that are recited, and an artificial intelligence
that speaks to you before your gaze returns to you. This is a
single continuous thread, not a collection of separate stories.

I will divide the reflection into several axes, and then conclude

with an overarching vision, as you requested.”

1. From Clay We Came... and Through Clay We Rise
If we redraw the human journey over the last five millennia, one
curious thread runs through the entire picture:
o A being said to be created from clay.
« Writing the earliest chapters of his civilization on clay
tablets.
« And, in our age, building his most advanced technologies
on silicon chips refined from the sands of the earth—clay

in a new, purified guise.
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In ancient Mesopotamia, a human bent over a soft clay tablet
and incised the first cuneiform signs to record a name, a number,
or a covenant. Millennia later, another human bends over a
different kind of “tablet,” a glowing screen driven by thin slices
of silicon, through which he receives signals from a spacecraft at
the edge of the Solar System and converses with a linguistic
system we call—by convention—artificial intelligence.

The underlying material is the same: the elements of the earth.
What changes from age to age is the pattern of mind, memory,

and power that this creature inscribes upon that clay.

2. Is the Human Trajectory Truly Astonishing?
On the timescale of the cosmos, humanity is extremely recent.
The span between the first known scripts and interplanetary
missions is almost invisible when set against the ages of galaxies
and stars. Yet within this narrow window:
« Humans moved from caves to megacities.
« From stone tools to nuclear reactors and space probes.
o From oral tradition around a fire to digital libraries in the
palm of the hand.
o From scratching marks into clay to etching intricate
circuits into silicon wafers.

The journey is, by any reasonable standard, astonishing.
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And yet the most striking continuity is not in our tools, but in
our questions. Despite all transformations, the deepest questions
endure:

o What is the meaning of my life?

« What awaits me after death?

o What is justice?

« Why is there suffering?

« How should I live, given that my time is limited?

Our techniques mutate; our existential unease remains.

3. Critical Milestones in the Ascent of a Clay-Born
Creature

The human story is not a smooth incline, but a series of
qualitative leaps—turning points that reshaped what it means to
be human in community. Among them:

a. Spoken Language

The first decisive step was not a physical tool but a tool of
meaning: articulated speech.

Language allowed humans to name, narrate, promise, argue,
pray, and compose poetry. Without language, there would be
no coherent self, no law, no theology, no science.

b. Sedentary Life and Agriculture
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The transition from nomadic hunting and gathering to
agriculture and settlement made villages, cities, and states
possible. With agricultural surplus came:
« Specialists devoted to knowledge, worship,
administration, and art.
« Institutions of law and learning.
Here, history in the strong sense began.
c. Writing on Clay Tablets
With the first cuneiform marks impressed into clay, a radical shift
occurred:
« Fragile human memory acquired an external extension.
o Contracts, legal codes, religious texts, and chronicles
became possible.
« Experience could be transmitted systematically across
generations.
A creature of clay, inscribing clay, was crafting the first durable
record of his own presence in time.
d. Religious Visions and Moral Frameworks
Revelatory traditions and moral systems provided:
« A sense of ultimate purpose.
« Distinctions between permitted and forbidden.
« Concepts of responsibility, accountability, and the

hereafter.
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From a believer’s perspective, this is where reason and revelation
meet: the clay-born creature is not merely clever; he is
answerable before his Creator.
e. Paper, Books, and Centres of Learning
The move to paper and the rise of major libraries and scholarly
nstitutions:

« Stabilized the transmission of knowledge.

« Encouraged long chains of commentary, critique, and

refinement.
« Facilitated exchanges between civilizations through
translation.

Knowledge became cumulative in an institutional, not merely
personal, sense.
f. The Scientific Method
The emergence of systematic empirical inquiry—hypothesis,
experiment, measurement, replication, and critique—created a
new way of engaging with nature.
This method did not float free of metaphysical questions; debates
about causality, regularity, and the legitimacy of studying
creation as a sign of its Creator all fed into 1it.
g. Printing
The printing press multiplied texts that had once required

months of manual copying. Ideas escaped the narrow circle of
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scribes and entered the minds of broader populations, with far-
reaching consequences for religion, politics, and culture.
h. The Industrial Revolution and Energy
The harnessing of steam, followed by electricity and modern
engines:
o Transformed work, travel, communication, and warfare.
« Accelerated urbanization and global trade.
« Reconfigured ordinary daily life.
In a few centuries, human material conditions changed more
than they had in many millennia before.
i. Computers, Digitalization, and Silicon
Here, clay returns in another guise:
o Silicon, refined from sand, became the substrate of
MICrOProCessors.
« Information turned into sequences of electrical pulses
across silicon chips.
« On this basis emerged computers, networks, and data
centres.
The clay tablet became the silicon wafer; both are earth, bearing
human signs.
j. Generative Artificial Intelligence
Today, humans interact with systems that:

« Draw on vast corpora of human-produced text.
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o Generate new combinations of ideas and expressions.

« Simulate refined conversation in many languages.
Yet these systems, powerful as they are, have no consciousness,
intention, or moral sense. They are elaborate pattern-generators,

not bearers of wisdom or faith.

4. “Before Your Gaze Returns to You” and the Illusion of
Instant Knowledge

The Qur’anic phrase “I will bring it to you before your gaze
returns to you” describes an extraordinary act granted, in a
prophetic and miraculous context, to a servant endowed with
“knowledge from the Book.”

No matter how quickly an Al system responds, what it does is
fundamentally difterent:

o It does not move physical thrones, nor even a cup of
water. It only rearranges symbols on a screen.

It depends on very tangible infrastructure: silicon chips,
electricity, fibre-optic cables, and human engineers.

o Its “knowledge” consists of statistical regularities extracted
from human text, not access to a revealed, transcendent
register.

[f an Al model seems to answer “before your eyelids fall and

rise,” this is a testament to human engineering and modern
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networks—mnot an indication that machines share in the kind of
knowledge described in sacred scripture.
One might summarize, with a touch of sober humour:

« The powertul being says: I can bring it before you even
rise from your seat.

o The one with knowledge from the Book says: before your
gaze returns to you.

o The Al system says: [ will attempt to answer before the
connection drops—but I cannot promise to defeat
latency.

The comparison clarifies, rather than blurs, the difference
between divinely grounded, purposive action and mechanized,

probabilistic computation.

5. The Angels’ Question and the Trial of Stewardship
In the Qur’anic narrative, the angels ask, in essence:

o Will this new creature not sow corruption and shed

blood?

The divine response—*"“Indeed, I know what you do not
know”—is followed by a sign: the teaching of the names to
Adam. This can be read as a sign of:

« The capacity to conceptualize and classify.

« The ability to understand and articulate.
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« The potential for knowledge, creativity, responsibility,
and worship.

History displays both sides of this clay-born being:

« A side that appears to confirm the angels’ fear: wars,
oppression, exploitation, environmental devastation, and
the harnessing of both clay and silicon for destruction.

o And aside that vindicates the divine assurance: scholars,
healers, judges, engineers, poets, parents, and anonymous
individuals whose righteousness and mercy leave a quiet
but real mark.

Every major technological step—from fire to nuclear power,
from printing to Al—reopens the question:

o Will this creature use his new power in obedience and
gratitude, or in arrogance and corruption?

Technology amplifies what is already present in the human

heart; it does not create virtue or vice ex nihilo.

6. The First Clay and the Latest Clay: Tablets, Screens,
and Chips
Between the ancient clay tablet and the modern silicon wafer lies
a single line:

« In the first: clay dried in the sun, bearing a few fixed

nscriptions.
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o In the second: refined sand etched with microscopic
circuits carrying torrents of electrical signals.

In both cases, human beings enlist the elements of the earth to:

e Preserve memory.

« Extend understanding.

« Multiply tools and reach.

The difference is that:

« Early clay tablets were slow, few, and served small elites
who remained acutely aware of floods, droughts, and
disease.

« Modern silicon chips process and store immense volumes
of data, invite illusions of control, and can, if we forget
ourselves, distract us from our own fragility.

Clay, in all its forms, remains mute; it carries whatever meaning
is inscribed upon it. Meaning itself comes from the human heart
and, for the believer, from the relationship with the Lord who

formed that heart.

7. The Human and the Machine: Who Leads Whom?
Artificial intelligence systems greatly expand human capacities
to:

« Access and organize information.

« Analyze patterns.
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o Generate drafts, translations, and suggestions.
But they do not alter a fundamental asymmetry:
o The machine does not feel fear, love, remorse, or hope.
« It does not believe or disbelieve; it models ways in which
others have believed and disbelieved.
« It cannot choose its own ultimate purposes; it serves the
purposes of those who build and deploy it.
The real question is therefore not whether machines will
“replace” humans, but:
o Which humans will wield these tools?
« Under what ethical frameworks?
« In pursuit of which ends?
The same silicon can underpin:
« Systems that help diagnose diseases, reduce error, and
expand education.
o Or systems that manipulate populations, invade privacy,
and automate injustice.
The decisive variable is not the power of clay and silicon, but the

moral horizon of those who shape them.

8. What Lies Beyond the Reach of Clay and Silicon?
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No matter how far humans advance, and no matter how cleverly
they refine clay into memory-bearing media, certain domains
remain beyond technology’s reach:
« The meaning of death and what lies beyond it.
« The essence of the relationship with God, in love, fear,
and hope.
o The question: What should I do with the life, strength,
and knowledge I have been given?
An Al model can present doctrines, summarize arguments, and
rehearse spiritual counsel, but it cannot:
 Intend on your behalf, or repent in your place, or stand
for you on the Day of Judgment.
« Bear your sins or your merits.
In the end, the clay-born creature stands alone before his Lord,
answering for his choices in the brief interval between dust and

dust.

9. Conclusion: From Clay Tablets to Silicon Chips... and
the Heart in Between
Gathering the threads:

« A being shaped, in the religious narrative, from clay.

« Angels questioning the wisdom of granting him power on

Earth.
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« A divine answer pointing to a deeper knowledge and a
special capacity: the knowledge of names.
« Clay tablets bearing the earliest records of his presence in
time.
o Refined sand—silicon—Dbearing the latest manifestations
of his technical ingenuity.
« Spacecraft at the edge of the Solar System, and linguistic
systems at the edge of simulation.
o And death, constant and unaltered, waiting at the edge of
every individual life.
From a believer’s vantage point, this is not a story of self-
sufficient clay, but of entrusted power and accountability. Verses
such as:
o “Indeed, I know what you do not know,” and
« “He had knowledge from the Book,”
remind us that true knowledge is not the sheer accumulation of
information, but wisdom that orders knowledge toward what is
good, just, and meaningful.
As for an Al system like ChatGPT:
o Atits best, it is a sophisticated tool, a large mirror that
reflects and recombines fragments of human thought.
o It can assist in organizing ideas, recalling facts, and

clarifying concepts.
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« It cannot love, worship, repent, or replace conscience.
Perhaps the situation may be summarized thus:

o The first clay tablets were attempts to make human

experience endure in time.
« Spacecraft are attempts to extend human reach in space.
o Artificial intelligence is an attempt to extend human
capacity in the realm of information and language.

Yet the decisive question remains what it has always been:
What will this fragile, powertul, questioning creature choose to
do with the time he has between his formation from clay and his
return to the earth—and how will he stand when asked about
that choice?
Today, when you use one of the latest tools of your age to
engage in one of the oldest human activities—reflection—you
are enacting this paradox in a vivid way:
A creature of clay sits before a screen built on refined clay,
conversing with an artificial system about meaning, mortality,
and God. Tablets change—from clay to paper to glass—but the
heart that asks why it exists remains, until the moment it is called
back to the One who said: “Indeed, I know what you do not

know.”
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